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the part of Desdemona; but who the lady was, I am
unable to ascertain. The play of Othello is enume-
rated by Downes as one of the stock-plays of the
king's company on their opening their theatre in
Drury Lane in April, 1663 ; and it appears from a
paper found with Sir Henry Herbert's Office-book,
and indorsed by him 3, that it was one of the stock-
plays of the same company from the time they began
to play without a patent at the Red Bull in St. John
Street. Mrs. Hughs performed the part of Desde-
mona in 1663, when the company removed to Drury
Lane, and obtained the title of the king's servants ;
but whether she performed with them while they
played at the Red Bull, or in Vere Street, near
Clare Market, has not been ascertained. Perhaps
Mrs. Saunderson made her first essay there, though
she afterwards was enlisted in D'Avenant's company.
The received tradition is, that she was the first Eng-
lish actress 3. The verses which were spoken by way

* See the list of plays belonging to the Red Bull, in a subse-
quent page, ad ann. 1660.

s Mrs. Saunderson (afterwards Mrs. Betterton) played Juliet,
Ophelia,, and, I believe, Cordelia.

It should seem from the 22d line of the Epilogue spoken on
the occasion, that the lady who performed Desdemona.was an
unmarried woman. Mrs. Hughs was married. The principal
unmarried actress in the King's company appears to have been
Mrs. Marshall, who is said to have been afterwards seduced
under a pretence of marriage by Aubrey de Vere, Earl of Oxford,
and who might have been the original female performer of Des-
demona. At that time every unmarried woman bore the title of
Mistress.

It is said in a book of no authority, (CuiTs Histoiy of the
Stage,) and has been repeated in various other compilations, that
Mrs. Morris, the mother of the celebrated comedian known by
the name of Jubilee Dicky, was the first actress who appeared on
the English stage : but this is highly improbable. " Mrs. Norris,
who was in D'Avenant's Company, certainly had appeared in
1662, but she was probably not young; for she played Goody
Fells, in Town Shifts, a comedy acted in 1671, and the Nurse, in
Reformation, acted in 1675.